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areas to get their catch to market. Great Slave Lake yields almost all the commercial
catch of the Northwest Territories. It supports a gillnet fishery for whitefish and lake
trout, with catch limits set by the Federal Government.

Whitefish and pickerel, in approximately equal proportions, together comprise about
half the Canadian freshwater catch and perch is next in both quantity and value. Sturgeon
and lake trout are valuable additions and tullibee and pike are taken in considerable
quantities. A wide variety make up the remaining 10 p.c. of the landings, ranging from
the aristocratic goldeye to the lowly chub.

Section 2.—Governments and the Fisheries

The British North America Act gave the Federal Government full legislative juris-
diction for the coastal and the inland fisheries of Canada and under this Act laws are
made for the protection, conservation and development of the fisheries throughout the
country. However, the provinces have, by agreement, assumed administrative responsibil-
ities in varying degree. Consequently, though all the regulations governing fishing are
made by the Federal Government, the work of administering the fisheries (enforcing the
different laws and regulations, inspecting fish products, issuing licences, ete.) is done
without duplication of staff either by federal or by provincial officers, according to ar-
rangement.

Specifically, all tidal or sea fisheries except those of the Province of Quebec are ad-
ministered by the federal Department of Fisheries, and the freshwater or non-tidal fisheries,
with some exceptions, are administered by the provincial departments. Quebec takes
responsibility for all its fisheries including those in salt waters. Ontario, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta administer their freshwater species. In British Columbia,
provincial government control extends to the freshwater forms and the Federal Govern-
ment is responsible for marine and anadromous species. In Prince Edward Island, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and the Yukon and Northwest Territories, the
Federal Government maintains complete control; administration of the fisheries of the
National Park areas throughout Canada is the responsibility of the Canadian Wildlife
Service, Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources.

Subsection 1.—The Federal Government

The work of the Federal Government in the conservation, development and general
regulation of the nation’s coastal and freshwater fisheries is performed by three agencies
under the Minister of Fisheries:—

(1) The Department of Fisheries proper with headquarters at Ottawa, Ont., and area offices
unger Area Directors at Vancouver, B.C., Winnipeg, Man., Halifax, N.S., and St. John’s,
Nfld.

(2) The Fisheries Research Board of Canada with headquarters at Ottawa and eight stations
across Canada.

(3) The Fisheries Prices Support Board with headquarters at Ottawa.
A brief outline of the functions of these agencies is given in this Subsection.

The Department of Fisheries.—The chief responsibilities of the Department of
Fisheries throughout Canada are, in brief: to conserve and develop Canada’s primary
fishery resources; to encourage the development of the fishing industry in the national
economy; to inspect fish products, establish standards of quality and promote the optimum
utilization of the resource; and to develop a proper public understanding of the resource
and the industry.

The larger part of the staff of the Department is stationed in the field and is composed
mainly of protection and inspection officers. The protection officers, including those on
the Department’s 82 patrol and protection vessels, are concerned with the enforcement



